Central pontine myelinolysis following correction of hyponatremia: MRI diagnosis.
A 37-year-old woman with hepatic failure developed a locked-in syndrome after correction of a severe symptomatic hyponatremia. Magnetic resonance imaging showed a lesion involving the basis pontis and extending into the midbrain, consistent with central pontine myelinolysis. In this patient the rate of correction of hyponatremia was within the range considered sure by several authors, but factors such as hepatic encephalopathy, a single generalized seizure and correction of hyponatremia in 42 h with a change in serum sodium concentration of 34 mmol/l were present, and they could have been etiologically relevant. This case, like other recent reports, suggests new views about the pathogenesis of cerebral demyelinating lesions in patients with hyponatremia.